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A drone flying over the 4/20 marijuana smoke-out 

in Denver, Colorado. What type of restrictions 

should we have on the use of drones by law 

enforcement?

CONTEMPLATING CAREERS

Victim Advocate
Are you understanding? Are you nonjudgmental? 

Are you an excellent communicator? Can you be discrete 
and trustworthy? Can you be supportive to others and 
emotionally strong? Are you a problem solver? 

If you answered yes to these questions, then a 
career as a victim advocate may be an ideal choice for 
you. Victim advocates assist crime victims in obtaining 
emergency medical treatment and other treatment 
needed immediately. Once a victim’s immediate needs 
are met, the advocate ensures the victim has a safe place 
to stay, food, transportation, and other basic needs met. 

The tasks of a victim advocate are numerous 
and may include educating the victim of his or her 
rights, assisting in interactions with law enforcement, 
suppor t ing the v ic t im dur ing invest igat ions , 

accompany the victim to court, and other supporting 
roles. Each situation is different , and advocates 
must be nimble enough to address specific needs 
of victims.

Advocates are employed by a number of agencies, 
including police agencies, legal offices, hospitals, 
shelters, and the courts. Advocates frequently work 
with police even if they are not employed by a police 
agency. Education required is at least an associate’s 
degree, but more likely a bachelor’s degree in criminal 
justice, psychology, victimology, or social work.

Career Video: 
A victim advocate discusses her experience and current issues 
in the field.

CHAPTER WRAP-UP

This chapter focused on contemporary local and state policing, 
which represents only a small part of law enforcement. From the 
1970s through the 1990s, policing remained turbulent, and numer-
ous attempts were made to improve the reputation of law enforce-
ment across the country. Since that time, improvements in policing 
have continued. The chapter examined the role of police officers and 
the culture of policing. Special attention was given to gender, race, 
and Hispanic origin and the strides made in these areas in recent 
decades. Technological advances have changed much of policing in 
recent decades. With these advances come ethical and policy ques-
tions. Further, advances in technology often outpace laws, making 
for quandaries.

The 2014 shooting of Michael Brown by police officer Darren 
Wilson exemplifies many of the issues facing law enforcement be-
yond the use of lethal force and illustrates the important role tech-
nology plays in policing. Although no one captured the shooting of 
Brown, many cell phone videos were in the news and on YouTube 
showing the scene and spectators. Also, a surveillance tape of Brown 
stealing a box of cigarillos and bullying a store clerk was released. Shortly after the incident, 
private companies donated body cameras, which offer a clearer picture compared with car 
dashboard cameras, to the Ferguson Police Department. The cameras, allow live streaming 
of police interactions with citizens and suspects for $19.99 a month. Approximately 1,200 
law enforcement agencies across the country have purchased body cameras, and the Denver 
Police Department plans to buy 800 cameras next year.62 Police chiefs believe the cameras will 
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